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Dear MASD Families, 

Over the last decade or so, the topic of standardized testing and assessments has been debated.  Some 

educators and parents feel that these tests may create unwanted stress or anxiety on their children and affect the 

student’s confidence.  Other parents feel that their children may be judged based upon the results of those test scores 

when, in many cases, the test scores do not correlate to the overall success of a student in his or her pursuit of higher 

education or their careers.  On the other hand, some parents embrace and encourage standardized testing and 

assessments because they allow for an evaluation of their student’s progress against the majority of students 

throughout our State and/or Nation.  As an educator, I feel that there is value in having assessments.  Not only are 

assessments a valuable tool for both students and teachers as they can be a gauge of progress, but they also show 

where improvements may be needed and can identify important areas on which a greater focus should be prioritized. 

Last month, I sent out a parent and staff survey.  I want to thank you for completing the parent and staff 

surveys.  I am appreciative of the time and thoughtfulness that went into many of the answers provided on the 

survey, and I feel encouraged that the vast majority of comments were overwhelmingly positive.  I have worked 

with our Administrative Team to analyze these results and identify strategies to improve in several areas. 

The sentiments of some survey responses included the shortcomings of remote learning for their children.  

For example, the lack of motivation, physical and social interaction with other students and their teachers, technical 

difficulties, lack of immediate feedback when questions arise and the online environment which doesn’t provide the 

same atmosphere for students to feel challenged when compared to an in-person classroom.  While distance learning 

may be advantageous for self-disciplined, highly-motivated learners who wish to have flexibility in their schedule, 

in-person instruction is more beneficial for the vast majority of students.  I feel that many families have realized the 

value of in-person instruction for their children throughout the pandemic.  Please be reassured that whether your 

child is learning virtually or in-person, our goal is and will always remain to continue to improve upon all methods 

of instruction for the students of the Mifflinburg Area School District. 

When a student is required to quarantine due to COVID-19 contact, we encourage him/her to work from 

home to keep up with classes and schoolwork, even though he/she cannot be physically in school.  After the 

issuance of report cards for the second marking period, we recognized an issue with the reporting of student 

attendance for students who had been out due to a quarantine mandate.  In some cases, those students were marked 

as absent, even though they kept up with their classes.  At this time, we have corrected this issue, and students who 

completed their work while quarantined will be marked as present.  This correction will be reflected on the next 

report card. 

 

COVID-19 – Due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic and guidance from the PA Department of 

Education, we ask all families to continue practicing social distancing, wear a mask or face covering and wash your 

hands frequently to help stop the spread of the virus.  The number of positive cases by school is continuously 

monitored and reported even for those students not currently in the buildings.  It is of utmost importance for parents 

and staff to contact school nurses with any updates for students, staff or anyone participating in extracurriculars who 

have tested positive or who are in quarantine, as the requirement to temporarily close a school is a school-by-school 

decision based on the number of cases.  The contact information for each of our school nurses is listed below. 

Mifflinburg Area High School   Mifflinburg Middle School 

Ms. Melanie Kerstetter    Ms. Emily Ewing 

570-966-8242     570-966-8292 

mkerstetter@mifflinburg.org   eewing@mifflinburg.org 

mailto:mkerstetter@mifflinburg.org
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Mifflinburg Intermediate School   Mifflinburg Elementary School 

Ms. Lauren Phibbs    Ms. Caitlin Cresswell 

570-966-8276     570-966-8327 

lphibbs@mifflinburg.org    ccresswell@mifflinburg.org 

 

   Building Updates – Please see a brief recap from each of our School Principals.   

High School – The month of February held many activities for staff and students at the High School.  

Flexible education became another educational opportunity for students wishing to retain Mifflinburg curriculum 

and teachers, while continuing with remote instruction.  Course selections for the 21-22 school were accomplished 

by the end of the month in preparation for scheduling next year, as well as informing students of shop selections at 

SUN TECH. 

Students and faculty enjoyed various activities throughout FFA week such as farming trivia, dress up days, 

and raising money for a faculty to member to kiss a lamb at the end of the week.  Mrs. Danielle Dressler was the 

lucky teacher students contributed the most money towards smooching the little lamb. 

The building crew for the Spring Musical have been working very diligently toward completing the sets for 

Cinderella, scheduled to be presented on March 27th…don’t miss the chance to view a stellar cast, crew, and 

performance! 

After all the crazy weather February brought us, faculty and students are ready for the cold to be behind us! 

 

Middle School – As we move forward in our school year, students have taken the second round of the 

MAP test. Teachers are analyzing the data and planning instruction to help close any deficiency created by COVID-

19. As a staff, we are looking to create a Wildcat Academy once again as an opportunity during the fourth marking 

period to support students after school three nights a week until 4:30 p.m. for additional support. More information 

will be announced on our Middle School website as we approach May.   

The Month of March celebrates Music in Our Schools Month across America.  The Mifflinburg Middle 

School has always held a Middle School Fine Arts Night in March and has often included all the Related Arts in the 

event.  This year, our Middle School Related Arts Team will create a video compilation of various activities that are 

happening within our Middle School general classes to share virtually to celebrate the arts in our school.   

Continuing to highlight and celebrate our students among all the uncertainty and difficulties with travel and 

gathering this year, the Pennsylvania Technology Student Association Region 7 Conference still happened virtually 

on February 6th with other modifications.  The Mifflinburg Area Middle School would like to celebrate the 

achievements of our students with the community, and next week’s Good News Bulletin will list all of our winners 

and the categories which they competed in.  Our student competitors did extremely well!  A virtual awards 

ceremony can be found at this link.  These accomplishments are reflections of the resiliency that our students have 

exhibited during a tough year, and they make us all proud to be part of the Mifflinburg Area Middle School.  

 
Intermediate School – February was a challenging month with many weather-related remote learning days.  

The Intermediate School would like to thank our families for working with us through the remote learning days and 

delays.  Throughout the month of February, the Intermediate School released clues for our 2 Schools, 1 Book Family 

Engagement Project leading up to our book reveal of The World According to Humphrey on February 24th.  All I.S. 

students and staff received a copy of The World According to Humphrey on Friday, February 26th along with 

reading the first chapter to kick off the project.  We are encouraging families to read a chapter each night and to 

participate in the family engagement activities that are posted on the Intermediate School’s website.  Please visit the 

Intermediate School’s website for more information about 2 Schools, 1 Book.   

The DARE program continued through the month of February and March for our 5th grade students.  We 

thank Chief Hackenberg and Officer Hubler for this partnership and their willingness to give us their time for the 

DARE program.  Our 5th grade students look forward to DARE classes and learn skills that will serve them well as 

they become teenagers.  

Earlier in the month, we held COVID safe Valentine’s Day exchanges.  The I.S. HSA provided a juice box 

and an individually wrapped snack to all of our students to enjoy during the exchanges.  Our 3rd grade students 

continue to work on their Design an Ad project which will be submitted to the Standard Journal mid-March to be 

published in April.  A group of students in grades 4 and 5, under the supervision of Mr. Welch, are participating in 

the CSIU’s STEM K’Nex Challenge.  This year’s challenge is being held virtually.  Our students will submit a video 

of their K’Nex project meeting the criteria set by the CSIU for this challenge.   

Planning for PSSA Assessments at the Intermediate School is underway.  The Intermediate School is 

planning to start our PSSA Testing on April 19, 2021 and test students through the first week in May.  All PSSA 
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Testing dates will be released in the near future.  Students in grades 3-5 will take three ELA Assessments and two 

Math Assessments.  Students in grade 4 will take two Science Assessments.  Please understand we get new 

information about PSSA Assessments weekly and adjust our plan as needed.  We will continue to communicate 

PSSA information to our families using Blackboard Connect and the I.S. website.     

During the first week of March, Intermediate School children participated in a Read Across America Spirit 

Dress Week to promote reading.  Our PBIS Team will be sponsoring a St. Patrick’s Day Spirit Dress Week the week 

of March 15th.  More information will be sent to families closer to March 15th.  The Intermediate School is looking 

forward to another fun and engaging month of learning.  We continue to thank our families for their partnership in 

our children’s education.   
 

Elementary School – The Elementary School is happy to announce that the Two Schools, One Book 

Family Engagement Activity is officially underway at both the Elementary and the Intermediate Schools.  “The 

World According to Humphrey” was handed out to all K-5 students on Friday, February 26th and delivered to 

classrooms by Humphrey himself.  Along with the book, all students received a bookmark with the daily reading 

schedule on it.  Teachers will follow-up at school with daily trivia questions from the reading for the previous 

evening, and Humphrey will be hiding throughout the building for students to find.  In addition, the Elementary 

School has sent home letters, schedules, read-aloud tips, and family engagement projects for completion at home 

with all students.  While we complete this activity, we encourage families to send in pictures of you reading together 

or completing the various activities to 2s1bes@mifflinburg.org.  As we receive pictures, we will be posting them on 

our school website. 

At this time, we are working on establishing dates and a protocol for how this year’s kindergarten 

registration will work.  Further information regarding kindergarten registration will be communicated throughout the 

month. 

Parent conferences will be held on April 15th and 16th.  At this time, we will follow the same format for 

conferences as we did in fall.  Parent conferences will be held virtually or via phone conference.  Some classrooms 

will be participating in student-led conferences and those teachers will be providing further information to families 

as we move closer to parent conference time.   

By the end of March, Mrs. Kerstetter will have introduced all K-2 students to Smart Futures during 

Classroom Guidance.  Smart Futures provides students with lessons and a K-12 career planning and portfolio 

platform that allows them to track their career plan. 

In an effort to support and celebrate reading all month, we spread our Dr. Seuss Read Across America 

activities all throughout the month of March.  Please refer to the Elementary School’s website for additional 

information and the posted monthly newsletter which contains important dates of scheduled Elementary School 

activities. 

 

Have a safe and great weekend! 

      Very truly yours, 

      Daniel R. Lichtel 

      DANIEL R. LICHTEL 

      Superintendent 

DRL/jj 
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